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“Living Water”

Lessons from Colorado
Part 4 Exodus 17:1-6

Then all the congregation of the sons of Israel 
journeyed by stages from the wilderness of Sin, 
according to the command of the Lord, and 
camped at Rephidim, and there was no water for 
the people to drink. Therefore the people 
quarreled with Moses and said, 

Read by: Mike Graf

Exodus 17:1-6
“Give us water that we may drink.” 

And Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel 
with me? Why do you test the Lord?” But the 
people thirsted there for water; and they 
grumbled against Moses and said, “Why, now, 
have you brought us up from Egypt, to kill us 
and our children and our livestock with thirst?”

Read by: Mike Graf

John 4:7-14
7 When a Samaritan woman came to draw 

water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a 
drink?” 8 (His disciples had gone into the town to 
buy food.)

9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a 
Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you 
ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate 
with Samaritans.)

Read by: Mike Graf

John 4:7-14
10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of 

God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you 
would have asked him and he would have given 
you living water.”

11 “Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to 
draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get 
this living water? 12 Are you greater than our 
father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from 
it himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?”

Read by: Mike Graf

John 4:7-14
13 Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this 

water will be thirsty again, 
14 but whoever drinks the water I give them will 

never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will 
become in them a spring of water welling up to 
eternal life.

Read by: Mike Graf
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Water…

is life!

Water…

is life!

Water…

is life!

A simple concept - but in the arid west, settlers 
found they could not rely on rain to supply the 

water needed to nourish their fields. 

https://www.nps.gov/cure/learn/historyculture/eastportal.htm

Water…

is life!

In the early 1900’s, the community at
East Portal, Colorado brought together people 
of various skills and backgrounds to construct a 

tunnel that would transfer a portion of the 
Gunnison River water to the fields of the 

Uncompahgre Valley to the west. 

https://www.nps.gov/cure/learn/historyculture/eastportal.htm

Water…

is life!

Their labors from 1905 to 1909 drove a tunnel 11 
feet x 12 feet six miles through the cliffs of the Black 

Canyon and helped ensure the survival of 
communities in the valley.

https://www.nps.gov/cure/learn/historyculture/eastportal.htm

Water…

is life!
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The Gunnison River is located in western Colorado and is one of 
the largest tributaries of the Colorado River. 

The Gunnison River is located in western Colorado 
and is one of the largest tributaries of the Colorado 

River. 

It is Colorado’s 2nd largest river by volume…
…it courses west from the Continental Divide and flows 

for 180 miles before joining the Colorado River at the 
town of Grand Junction

The confluence nearly doubles the Colorado River’s 
volume. 

The Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Park 
exposes you to some of the steepest cliffs, oldest rock, 

and craggiest spires in North America.
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This canyon earned its name from the shadows that often obscure 
its depths. At its narrowest point, it’s just 40 feet wide at the river. 

This canyon earned its name from the shadows that often obscure 
its depths. At its narrowest point, it’s just 40 feet wide at the river. 

Because of how narrow it is, some parts of the canyon only 
receive about a half hour of daylight per day. The deepest part of 

the canyon is 2,722 feet.

Gunnison Diversion Dam - Unseen but beneath this dam is an 
irrigation tunnel that upon its complete in 1909 was the longest 

irrigation tunnel in the world and was an engineering marvel. 
The 5.8-mile tunnel cut right through the sheer cliffs of the 

famed Black Canyon, taking water from the Gunnison River and 
funneling it to the semiarid Uncompahgre Valley to the west.
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Water…

is life!

At the time, the Gunnison Tunnel was the longest irrigation 
tunnel in America and was the key to the first major trans-

mountain irrigation system in the United States.

Water…

is life!

Exodus 17:1-6
Then all the congregation of the sons of Israel 

journeyed by stages from the wilderness of Sin, 
according to the command of the Lord, and camped at 

Rephidim, and there was no water for the people to 
drink. Therefore the people quarreled with Moses…
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is life!

Water… Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RI3t80ZSg6M

https://www.generationword.com/jerusalem101/25-hezekiah-tunnel.html

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RI3t80ZSg6M
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John 4:10
“If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you 

would have asked him and he would have given you living water.”

John 4:13-14
“Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever 

drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give 
them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”

John 10:10
“The thief comes only in order 

to steal and kill and destroy.
I came that they may 

abundant life; 
having life to the fullest!”

Revelation 7:16-17
“They shall hunger no 

more, neither thirst anymore;
the sun shall not strike them, 

nor any scorching heat.
For the Lamb in the midst of the 

throne will be their shepherd, 
and he will guide them to springs 
of living water, and God will wipe 
away every tear from their eyes.”
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And the Spirit and the Bride say…


