“Colossians & Philemon”
~ Philemon 1:1-6 ~

““Fellowship of Faith!”’

Philemon

6 | pray that your partnership with us in the faith may be
effective in deepening your understanding of every good
thing we share for the sake of Christ. 7 Your love has given
me great joy and encouragement, because you, brother,
have refreshed the hearts of the Lord’s people.

8 Therefore, although in Christ | could be bold and order
you to do what you ought to do, 9 yet I prefer to appeal to
you on the basis of love. It is as none other than Paul—an
old man and now also a prisoner of Christ Jesus—
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15 Perhaps the reason he was separated from you for a
little while was that you might have him back forever—
16 no longer as a slave, but better than a slave, as a dear
brother. He is very dear to me but even dearer to you, both
as a fellow man and as a brother in the Lord.

17 So if you consider me a partner, welcome him as you
would welcome me. 18 If he has done you any wrong or
owes you anything, charge it to me. 19 I, Paul, am writing
this with my own hand. | will pay it back—not to mention
that you owe me your very self.
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1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,
To Philemon our dear friend and fellow worker— 2 also to
Apphia our sister and Archippus our fellow soldier—and to
the church that meets in your home:

3 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ.

4 | always thank my God as | remember you in my prayers,

5 because | hear about your love for all his holy people and
your faith in the Lord Jesus.
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10 that | appeal to you for my son Onesimus, who became
my son while | was in chains.
1 Formerly he was useless to you, but now he has become
useful both to you and to me.
12| am sending him—who is my very heart—back to you.
131 would have liked to keep him with me so that he could
take your place in helping me while | am in chains for the
gospel.
14 But | did not want to do anything without your consent,
so that any favor you do would not seem forced but would
be voluntary.
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20 | do wish, brother, that | may have some benefit from
you in the Lord; refresh my heart in Christ. 21 Confident of
your obedience, | write to you, knowing that you will do
even more than | ask.

22 And one thing more: Prepare a guest room for me,
because | hope to be restored to you in answer to your
prayers.

23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends you
greetings. 24 And so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas and Luke,
my fellow workers.

25 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.
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Philemon - Philemon

= Focus: a “runaway slave.”

= One of the “Prison Epistles,” written while a
prisoner in Rome. (Others: Ephesians, Philippians, and
Colossians).

Written with Timothy.

It’s Paul’s shortest letter (only 335 words in the
original Greek).

This letter is his most personal one.
Application to church life today.

Philemon -

= Slavery was prevalent in Roman society.

= |t played a foundational role in Roman society and
the economy.

= There were many “paths” into slavery including
war, crime, birth, and even voluntary servitude.

= Ingeneral, slaves were considered valuable
property and it made sense to treat them well. But
their treatment was depended upon the owner.

1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,

A “prisoner..."”

NOT OF ROME!

Romans 1:1 -

“Paul, a bondservant
of Christ Jesus, called
to be an apostle, and
set apart for the gospel
of God..."
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Philemon -
= Addressed to a wealthy Roman citizen (Philemon)
living in Colossae.

Philemon was a believer and a leading elder of the
church in Colossae.

One of his slaves (Onesimus) had “wronged” him,
run away, and subsequently crossed paths with Paul.

Through his encounter with Paul, Onesimus had
become a believer and then, become a helper to
Paul in his ministry.

Paul intended to send Onesimus back to
Philemon as required by Roman law

But...

Slaveowners had the right to punish or
even execute runaway slaves!

Thus, Paul’s letter to Philemon with a delicate request:

Welcome Onesimus back as he would welcome Paul,
not asatrunaway slave but as a brother (v. 17).
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1Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,

A “prisoner..."”

Yet, fully engaged and effective
in accomplishing his ministry!



1Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,

With Timothy...

In 1 Timothy 1:2, Paul refers to Timothy as...
“my true son in the faith”

1Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,

To Philemon our dear friend and fellow worker—

Paul opens his letter by calling Philemon, “OUR”:

“dear friend”
“coworker”
“Brother” in the Lord (v7)

1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,

To Philemon our dear friend and fellow worker—

2also to Apphia our sister and Archippus our fellow
soldier—

and to the church that meets in your home:

3 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ.

1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,

A faithful servant and “partner” in
ministry...

known to the church...

and a wonderful example of the path
Onesimus is now walking!

1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,

To Philemon our dear friend and fellow worker—

2 also to Apphia our sister and Archippus* our fellow.
soldier—

Their positions are uncertain but it’s
suggested they may be of the same
household due to the focus of the letter.

(* Refer to Colossian 4:17)

6 | pray that your partnership with us in the faith may be
effective in deepening your understanding of every good
thing we share for the sake of Christ.

Koinonia

Fellowship, sharing, community, participation,
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partnership, contribution, generosity, or communion.

Sharing jointlyand€qually in the same gift




Koinonia

~

There is a “fellowship of faith” within
the family of God!

‘There is a “partnership in ministryf
within the family of God}

“Koinonialis a gift we are ca”ed to
Mive in fully!
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That they all may be one; even as Yous

Father are in Me and § in Yo, thal they

alse- may be in ([s; thal the werld may
believe thal Ysw have senl Me.

f John 17:21



