“Colossians & Philemon”
~ Colossians 1:15-24 ~

“The Preeminent One!”’

Colossians 1:15-29

x20nce you were alienated from God and were enemies
in your minds because of your evil behavior. »:But now he
has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through
death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish
and free from accusation —

»if you continue in your faith, established and firm, and
do not move from the hope held out in the gospel. This is
the gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed
to every creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul,
have become a servant.

24Now | rejoice in what | am suffering for you, and I fill
up in my flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ’s
dfflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the church.

Read by: Mike Graf
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Colossians 1:15-29

s The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn
over all creation. s For in him all things were created: things
in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether
thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have
been created through him and for him. 7He is before all
things, and in him all things hold together.

sAnd he is the head of the body, the church; he is the
beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that
in everything he might have the supremacy. 1 For God was
pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 2o and through
him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on
earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his
blood, shed on the cross.

Read by: Mike Graf

Colossians 1:15-29

251 have become its servant by the commission God gave
me to present to you the word of God in its fullness —
26 the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and
generations, but is now disclosed to the Lord’s people.
7 To them God has chosen to make known among the.
Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is
Christ in you, the hope of glory.

:sHe is the one we proclaim, admonishing and teaching
everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present
everyone fully mature in Christ. x To this end |
strenuously contend with all the energy Christ so
powerfully works in me.”

Read by: Mike Graf

Letter to the church at Colossae -

Paul addresses a group of believers he has not
visited but has been told about.

The message of Christ was carried there by
Epaphras.

Paul affirms his call as an apostle.

He writes this “circuit letter” from prison (Rome)
to encourage and correct.

Pagan philosophies and false teachers were teaching
that Jesus was merely a created, angelic being.

To combat these heresies, Paul emphasizes
the deity of Christ and His preeminence over all!



Colossians 1:15

“The Son is the image of the invisible God”

“Then God said, ‘Let us make mankind in our
image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over
the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the
livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the

creatures that move along the ground.””
Genesis 1:26

Colossians 1:15

“The Son is the image of the invisible God”

When the fullness of time had
come, God sent forth His Son

Galatians 4:4

Colossians 1:15

“The Son is the image of the invisible God”

s My beloved Son, in v, s
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Pt 1am well pleased!”

“So Jesus said to
them, ‘Truly, truly, | say
to you, the Son can do

nothing of his own -

accord, but only what
he sees the Father
doing. For whatever
the Father does, that
the Son does
likewise.”
John 5:19
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Colossians 1:15

“The Son is the image of the invisible God”

Colossians 1:15

“The Son is the image of the invisible God”

Colossians 1:15

“...the firstborn over all creation.”
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The word can mean first in (numerical) order,
but it also can mean...
first in importance, rank, prominence, or position.



Colossians 1:15

“... the firstborn over all creation.”

Psalm 89:27 -
“And | will make him the firstborn, the highest
of the kings of the earth.”

David is described as the “firstborn,”
even though he was the youngest of eight sons!

All things were made through him, and without
him was not anything made that was made.
John 1:6

Colossians 1:18
“And he is the head of the body, the church...”

Jesus is exalted as “head”...
the ultimate authority of His church...

It is His will that imparts life to and directs all
aspects of the church.

Colossians 1:15

“... the firstborn over all creation.

For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or
rulers or authorities;

all things have been created through him and for him.
He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.”

Jesus is the source & creator of ALL creation.

Thus, He Himself is separate from and is
not Himself a creature!

Colossians 1:18
“And he is the head of the body, the church...”

Colossians 1:18

“... the beginning and the firstborn from among
the dead...”

There are accounts in Scripture (both OT & NT)
about God raising people from the dead but they all
happened prior to Jesus’ resurrection...

...and they were all temporary, followed again by
another natural death.
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Colossians 1:18

“... the beginning and the firstborn from among
the dead...”

Jesus was the first to rise from the dead,
no more to die!
... the first to rise immortal and incorruptible!

“l am He that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, | am
alive forevermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell
and of death.”

Revelation 1:18

Colossians 1:18-20

“... the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead,
so that in everything he might have the supremacy. For
God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and
through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether
things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace
through his blood, shed on the cross.

Acts 4:12 - “And there is salvation in no one else, for
there is no other name under heaven given among
men by which we must be saved.”

Colossians 1:18-20

“... the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead,
so that in everything he might have the supremacy. For
God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and
through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether
things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace
through his blood, shed on the cross.

Acts 4:12 - “And there is salvation in no one else, for
there is no other name under heaven given among
men by which we must be saved.”

Colossians 1:18-20

“... the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead,
so that in everything he might have the supremacy. For
God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and
through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether
things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace
through his blood, shed on the cross.

Jesus not only bears God’s glory, but all that God is also
dwells in him. He possesses the wisdom, power, Spirit,
and glory of God. To say that all this divine fullness dwells
in Jesus is to say that he is fully God.

The ESV Study Bible - Crossway Bibles. (2008).

Colossians 1:18-20

“... the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead,
so that in everything he might have the supremacy. For
God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and
through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether
things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace
through his blood, shed on the cross.

It was the Father’s good pleasure that Jesus should be the
supreme agent of creation and redemption and...

Exalted to the status of supremacy!
Salvation is not about us; it is about Christ:

“For’” him, “through” him, and “to” him!
(v19-20)

Colossians 1:18-20
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Colossians 1:18-20

“... the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead,
so that in everything he might have the supremacy. For
God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and
through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether
things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace
through his blood, shed on the cross.

Colossians 1:23-24

24 Now | rejoice in what | am suffering for you, and I fill up
in my flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ’s
afflictions, for the sake of his bodly,
which is the church.

This is the gospel that you heard and that has been
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Galatians 1:1 -

“Paul, an apostle (not sent from men nor through the
agency of man, but through Jesus Christ and God the
Father, who raised Him from the dead)...”

And, “paying the price!”

Colossians 1:23-24

This is the gospel that you heard and that has been
proclaimed ry creaturggunder heaven, and of
whicfu ve b ant.

24 Now [ rejoice ifiwh su 4 ou, and I fill up
in my flesh what is gill i@king in regard to Christ.
contmied

... ifyou cotnue in your faith (v23 ). '
nextweek!

Would Paul have written or struggled as He did
if it wasn’t necessary?

5/9/2023

Colossians 1:21-23

x10nce you were alienated from God and were enemies
in your minds because of your evil behavior. »:But now he
has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through
death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish
and free from accusation —

if you continue in your faith, established and firm,
and do not move from the hope held out in the gospel.

This is the gospel that you heard and that has been
proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of
which I, Paul, have become a servant.

Think about this in its context...

Colossians 1:23-24

This is the gospel that you heard and that has been
proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of
which I, Paul, have become a servant.

24 Now | rejoice in what | am suffering for you, and I fill up
in my flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ’s
afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the church.

Jesus... the Initiator & Trailblazer!
(Hebrews 12:2)

Paul... Follows along, as one
who aids!
(1 Corinthians 11:1)



