
4/10/2023

1

“Jesus Went – Part 7”

I Go Before
You

Matthew 28:1-15

Read by: Jan Howells

After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb.
There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came 
down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone 
and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes 
were white as snow. The guards were so afraid of him that they 
shook and became like dead men.

Matthew 28:1-15

Read by: Jan Howells

The angel said to the women,
“Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who 

was crucified. He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come 
and see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his 
disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you 
into Galilee. There you will see him.’ Now I have told you.”

Matthew 28:1-15

Read by: Jan Howells

So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled 
with joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them. 
“Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and 
worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go 
and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”

Matthew 28:1-15

Read by: Jan Howells

While the women were on their way, some of the guards went 
into the city and reported to the chief priests everything that 
had happened. When the chief priests had met with the elders 
and devised a plan, they gave the soldiers a large sum of money, 
telling them, “You are to say, ‘His disciples came during the 
night and stole him away while we were asleep.’ If this report 
gets to the governor, we will satisfy him and keep you out of 
trouble.” So the soldiers took the money and did as they were 
instructed. And this story has been widely circulated among the 
Jews to this very day.

Going before you…  Liberia Style!
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Going before you…  Liberia Style! Going before you…  Liberia Style!

Going before you…  Liberia Style! Going before you…  Liberia Style!

Going before you…  Liberia Style!
In everything about His life & ministry…

Jesus was “going on before us!”

Mark 10:32
“They were on the road going up to Jerusalem, and 

Jesus was walking on ahead of them; and they were 
amazed, and those who followed were fearful. And 
again He took the twelve aside and began to tell them 
what was going to happen to Him…”
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In everything about His life & ministry…
Jesus was “going on before us!”

Matthew 26:39
“He went on a little farther and bowed with his face 

to the ground, praying, ‘My Father! If it is possible, let 
this cup of suffering be taken away from me. Yet I want 
your will to be done, not mine.’”

John 14:1-6
“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; 

believe also in me.  In my Father’s house are many 
rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that go 
to prepare a place for you?  

Therefore, I will come again and will take you to myself, 
that where I am you may be also.  And you know the 
way to where I am going.”     

Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where 
you are going. How can we know the way?”  Jesus said 
to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No 
one comes to the Father except through me.”

And I go before you to prepare a place for you.
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These words are part of Jesus’ final teaching to 
his disciples prior to His death.

3+ years! … He’s been with them!

Now He’s talking about His death and that He’s 
leaving them!

Fear!  Anxiety!  Uncertainty!

“And I go before you to prepare a place for you.”

Jesus’ ongoing message is not simply 
concern about “life after death”... 

“And I go before you to prepare a place for you.”

He came to impart fullness of life!

John 10:10 –
“The thief comes only to steal and kill and 
destroy; I have come that they may have 

life, and have it to the full.”

“And I go before you to prepare a place for you.”

Life to the fullest!
Life lived in God’s presence… as God’s 

children, abiding in God’s house!  
STARTING NOW! …in this life. 

He goes before you into each moment, 
and makes room for you, opens a space, 

and brings His abiding presence!

He has passed through 
everything we face in this life… 

He has
“gone before us”

to prepare our way!
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7 that testify –
1. The soldiers – Experts in crucifixion; MIA!   

…bribed to lie!   (Matthew 27:62-66)

1. The seal – Violated!
2. The stone – Moved from its place
3. The tomb – Empty of His body
4. The graveclothes – Folded to the side
5. The angels – Testifying to His life
6. His hands & feet (scars)
7. His appearances!

Adapted from David Jeremiah - The True Meaning of Easter and Seven Signs That Jesus Rose From the Dead
https://davidjeremiah.blog/the-true-meaning-of-easter-and-seven-signs-that-jesus-rose-from-the-dead
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Matthew 28:7
“Go quickly and tell His disciples that He has risen 

from the dead; and behold, 
He is going ahead of you

into Galilee, there you will see Him; behold,
I have told you.”

Exodus 13:21
“The Lord was going before them in a pillar of cloud 

by day to lead them on the way, and in a pillar of fire by 
night to give them light, that they might travel by day 
and by night.”

Deuteronomy 1:30
“The Lord your God who goes before you will 

Himself fight on your behalf, just as He did for you in 
Egypt before your eyes…”
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Isaiah 41:10
“So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be 

dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and 
help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right 

hand.”

Jesus has passed through 
even the grave! He has 
“gone before us”

and calls us to follow Him in 
all things!

No matter what path we walk…
God goes before us!

No matter what mountains we come 
up against…

God climbs them ahead of us!

No matter the challenge or 
uncertainty we encounter…

God is in it with us!
Genesis 50:20

He is the “Good Shepherd” that leads 
us in paths chosen and prepared to 

bring us into the fullness of life!

Just as our Liberian brothers & sisters went ahead of 
Me & Ted to “prepare our way”…

So too does God for every aspect of our lives!

So… remove the grave clothes!
John 11:44


