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The
Gospel of Mark

“A Broken Jar”

Mark 14:1-11

Mark 14:1-11

READ BY: Mike Graf

Now the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread were 
only two days away, and the chief priests and the teachers of the 
law were looking for some sly way to arrest Jesus and kill him.  
“But not during the Feast,” they said, “or the people may riot.” 

While he was in Bethany, reclining at the table in the home 
of a man known as Simon the Leper, a woman came with an 
alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, made of pure nard. She 
broke the jar and poured the perfume on his head. 

Some of those present were saying indignantly to one 
another, “Why this waste of perfume?   It could have been sold for 
more than a year’s wages and the money given to the poor.” And 
they rebuked her harshly. 
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“Leave her alone,” said Jesus. “Why are you bothering 
her? She has done a beautiful thing to me.   The poor you will 
always have with you, and you can help them any time you want. 
But you will not always have me.   She did what she could. She 
poured perfume on my body beforehand to prepare for my 
burial.   I tell you the truth, wherever the gospel is preached 
throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, in 
memory of her.” 

Then Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve, went to the chief 
priests to betray Jesus to them.   They were delighted to hear this 
and promised to give him money. So he watched for an 
opportunity to hand him over. 

Who Gets Anointed?

•Priests
•Kings
•Dead People

This story contains:

A woman who gets out of place

Who gives a gift - costly
- unreservedly
- unexpectedly

This story contains:

Disciples who object

- The waste

- The lost opportunity
- The spectacle
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This story contains:

A judgment rendered:

“The poor you will always
have with you”

“What she has done will also be 
told, in memory of her.” 

Let’s dig a little deeper:

Jesus is preparing
to die!

She gets it, the disciples don’t.

Judas

Mary

John’s Gospel tells us who the 
players are:

So what was really going on?

Judas’ concern for the poor

Mary’s act of devotion

Judas’ motive?

Mary’s motive?

Not just “sounds good” spirituality

True Spiritual Perspective

Doing Good 
Vs

Doing what God desires

False “Sounds Good”
spirituality

True “God Focused” 
spirituality

We need to be able to tell the 
difference:
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The widow and the two mites:

Our lives as acts of 
worship and sacrifice

Not the outward manifestation

The unseen heart of the matter

Romans 12:1

“Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of 
God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living 

sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is 
your spiritual act of worship.”

Philippians 2:17-18

“But even if I am being poured out like a drink 
offering on the sacrifice and service coming 

from your faith, I am glad and rejoice with all 
of you.  So you too should be glad and rejoice 

with me.”

How did Mary know?

As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came 
to a village where a woman named Martha opened her 
home to him.  She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the 
Lord’s feet listening to what he said. Luke 10:38-39

She was listening to Jesus:

True “God Focused” 
spirituality
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