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The
Gospel of Mark

Mark 5:21-43
“Who Touched Me?”

Mark 5:21-43

READ BY: Muriel Pense

When Jesus had again crossed over by boat to 
the other side of the lake, a large crowd gathered 
around him while he was by the lake. Then one of 
the synagogue leaders, named Jairus, came, and 
when he saw Jesus, he fell at his feet. He pleaded 
earnestly with him, 

‘My little daughter is dying. 
Please come and put your 

hands on her so that she will 
be healed and live.’

So Jesus went with him.

READ BY: Muriel Pense

A large crowd followed and pressed around 
him. And a woman was there who had been subject 
to bleeding for twelve years. She had suffered a 
great deal under the care of many doctors and had 
spent all she had, yet instead of getting
better she grew worse. When 
she heard about Jesus, she 
came up behind him in the 
crowd and touched his cloak, 
because she thought,

‘If I just touch his clothes,
I will be healed.’

Mark 5:21-43

READ BY: Muriel Pense

Immediately her bleeding stopped and she felt 
in her body that she was freed from her suffering. 
At once Jesus realized that power had gone out 
from him. He turned around in the crowd and 
asked,    ‘Who touched my clothes?’

‘You see the people crowding against you,’ his 
disciples answered, and yet you can ask, 

‘Who touched me?’
But Jesus kept looking around to see who had 

done it. 

Mark 5:21-43

READ BY: Muriel Pense

Then the woman, knowing what had happened 
to her, came and fell at his feet and, trembling 
with fear, told him the whole truth. He
said to her,

‘Daughter, your faith has healed 
you. Go in peace and be freed from 

your suffering.”

Mark 5:21-43

READ BY: Muriel Pense

While Jesus was still speaking, some people 
came from the house of Jairus, the synagogue 
leader. ‘Your daughter is dead,’ they said. ‘Why 
bother the teacher anymore?’
Overhearing what they said, 
Jesus told him,

‘Don’t be afraid;
just believe.’

He did not let anyone follow 
him except Peter, James and 
John the brother of James.

Mark 5:21-43
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READ BY: Muriel Pense

When they came to the home of the synagogue 
leader, Jesus saw a commotion, with people crying 
and wailing loudly. He went in and said to them, 

‘Why all this commotion and wailing?
The child is not dead but asleep.’ 

But they laughed at him.
After he put them all out, he took the child’s 

father and mother and the disciples who were 
with him, and went in where the child was.

Mark 5:21-43

READ BY: Muriel Pense

He took her by the hand and said to her,
‘Talitha koum!’

(which means ‘Little girl, I say to you, get up!’).
Immediately the girl stood 

up and began to walk 
around (she was twelve 
years old). At this they were 
completely astonished. He 
gave strict orders not to let 
anyone know about this, 
and told them to give her 
something to eat.

Mark 5:21-43

“Markan Sandwich”
LITERARY DEVICE

“A Story Within a Story!”

Also called: “interpolations” or 
“intercalations”

“Markan Sandwich”

Gives both stories a greater sense 
of meaning. 

Story A – Introduction
Story B – Introduction AND Conclusion
Story A – Conclusion

“Markan Sandwich”

Story A – Introduction
Story B – Introduction AND Conclusion
Story A – Conclusion

Story A – Introduction
Story B – Introduction AND Conclusion
Story A – Conclusion

And…it’s usually the inner story…
…that provides the key to the 

purpose of the sandwich.

“Markan Sandwich”
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Mark 3:20-35
A - Jesus’ companions try to seize him
B - The religious leaders accuse Jesus of 

being in league with Beelzeboul
A - Jesus’ family seeks him 

Examples

“Markan Sandwich”

Mark 4:1-20
A - Parable of the Sower
B- Purpose of parables
C- Explanation of the Parable of the 

Sower

Examples

“Markan Sandwich”

Mark 11:12-21
A - Cursing of the fig tree
B - Cleansing of the temple
A - Withering of the fig tree

Examples

“Markan Sandwich”

Mark 5:21-43
A - Jairus pleads with Jesus to save his 

daughter
B – Jesus’ encounter with the woman 

suffering from hemorrhage of blood 
A - Jesus raises Jairus’s daughter

Examples

“Markan Sandwich”

 Both “women” need healing (life is ebbing away)
 Both are in some way “unclean” 
 Both get healed (through contact with Jesus)
 Both healings are “affirmed” in some way
 Both women are referred to as “daughters”
 Both are “surrounded” by others
 Both situations involve faith
 The number 12

Similarities

“Markan Sandwich”
 One is a mature woman, the other is a child
 One need is urgent, the other long-standing
 The child has a father who advocates for her, 

the other has no advocate
 One is touched by, the other touches Jesus
 The one is surrounded by family/friends, the 

other is alone in a crowd
 One has no social status, the other - high status
 One is celebrated before the crowd, the crowd 

is dismissed at the other

“Markan Sandwich”
Differences 



7/19/2021

4

Story 1 – Introduction
Jairus comes to Jesus, informs Him of his 
daughter’s illness then asks Jesus to go 

with him. Jesus and Jairus begin walking 
to Jairus’ house.

Mark 5:21-43

Daughter – 12 years old (v42)

Mark 5:21-43
Jairus -

Name: “God enlightens”
Synagogue official
“Seeing Jesus”…

Falls at His feet
Interceding for his daughter

Mark 5:21-43
Unnamed Woman -

Condition: 12 years!
Spent all only to get worse
“Hearing of Jesus”…

Reaches out! 
Touches Jesus!

Amidst a crowd
For she thought…

12Tribes of Israel

Apostles

Jesus’ age in the temple
(Luke 2:42)

Gates of
New

Jerusalem

Fruits of Tree of Life…

Used 187 times!
Angelic Guard

…yielding its 
fruit every 

month

12
“Fullness or perfection of 

authority, power or government”

“‘The time has come,’ he said.
‘The kingdom of God has come near…’” 

Mark 1:15

“She touched his cloak…”

Garment…
Robe…
Hem…

Mark 5:27
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Numbers 15:38-40 
“The Lord said to Moses,

‘Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘Throughout
the generations to come you are to make tassels on the 

corners of your garments, with a blue cord on each tassel. 
You will have these tassels to look at and so you will 

remember all the commands of the Lord, that you may 
obey them and not prostitute yourselves by chasing after 

the lusts of your own hearts and eyes.
Then you will remember to obey all my commands and 

will be consecrated to your God. I am the Lord your God, 
who brought you out of Egypt to be your God. I am 

the Lord your God.’”

Numbers 15:38-40 
“The Lord said to Moses,

‘Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘Throughout
the generations to come you are to make tassels on the 

corners of your garments, with a blue cord on each tassel. 
You will have these tassels to look at and so you will 

remember all the commands of the Lord, that you may 
obey them and not prostitute yourselves by chasing after 

the lusts of your own hearts and eyes.
Then you will remember to obey all my commands and 

will be consecrated to your God. I am the Lord your God, 
who brought you out of Egypt to be your God. I am 

the Lord your God.’”

corners tassel
Kanaph/f, which many 
understand as corner. It is 
notable that the word is also 
used to indicate the wings of a 
bird, and the ends of things, 
even if they are not squares or 
rectangles. The actual 
meaning of this word is edge, 
hem or skirt.

To look at and… to remember!

corners tassel

edge

To look at and… to remember!

tasseledge
To look at and… to remember!

Ruth 3:9
“Who are you?” he asked. ‘I am your

servant Ruth,’ she said. ‘Spread the corner
of your garment over me, since you are a

guardian-redeemer of our family.’”

E.g. - “take me under your wing…”
Kanaph – “cover me,” a term of intimacy

‘tallit’ - Prayer shawl
‘tzitzits’(zee-zeeth) –

Tassels, fringes attached 
to the tallit. They are 
frequently knotted and 
attached to the four 
corners of the tallit. 

edge tassel
To look at and… to remember!

edge tassel
To look at and… to remember!

Look!
Remember!

Do! 
1 Samuel 15:27
“As Samuel turned to leave, Saul caught hold 

of the hem of his garment
and it tore.”

Authority…
Status…

Identity…
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1 Samuel 24:3-4   
“He came to the sheep pens along the way; a 

cave was there, and Saul went in to relieve 
himself. David and his men were far back in the 

cave. The men said, ‘This is the day the Lord 
spoke of when he said to you, ‘I will give your 
enemy into your hands for you to deal with as 
you wish.’’ Then David crept up unnoticed and 

cut off a corner (kanaph) of Saul’s robe.”

Malachi 4:2   
“But for you who fear 
my name, the Sun of 

Righteousness will rise 
with healing in His 
wings (kanaph)…”

“Jesus realized that 
power had gone out 

from him…”

Mark 5:30

“Who touched me?”

Mark 5:31

“Then the woman, 
knowing what had 

happened to her, came 
and fell at his feet and, 

trembling with fear, 
told him the whole 

truth.”

Mark 5:33

This is the only place in the Bible 
where Jesus calls someone, 

“daughter.”
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With the same compassion as
Jairus to save his daughter…

And on his way to heal Jairus’ dying daughter,
Jesus stops and cares for one of HIS daughters. 

She… 
Wanted healing!

Jesus… 
Wanted a relationship!

She knew!
He knew!

Now… 
Everyone else would know too!

“Your faith has made you whole!”
Mark 5:34

“Be whole!”
“Your faith has made you whole!”

Mark 5:34

Go forth in
abiding…

While Jesus was still speaking, some people 
came from the house of Jairus, the synagogue 
leader. ‘Your daughter is dead,’ they said. 

‘Why bother the teacher anymore?’
Overhearing what they said, 
Jesus told him,

Mark 5:35-36

‘Don’t be afraid;
just believe!’
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“For the gospel reveals the righteousness 
of God that comes from faith to faith,

just as it is written:
‘The righteous will live by faith.’ ”

Romans 1:17

“Now faith is confidence in what we 
hope for and assurance about things 

we do not see.

Hebrews 11:1-2

When they came to the home of the synagogue 
leader, Jesus saw a commotion, with people crying 
and wailing loudly. He went in and said to them, 

‘Why all this commotion and wailing?
The child is not dead but asleep.’ 

But they laughed at him.
After he put them all out, he took the child’s 

father and mother and the disciples who were 
with him, and went in where the child was.

Mark 5:37-40
He did not let anyone follow him except Peter, 

James and John the brother of James…
He took her by the hand and said to her,

‘Talitha koum!’
(which means ‘Little girl, I say to you, get up!’).

Immediately the girl stood 
up and began to walk 
around (she was twelve 
years old). At this they were 
completely astonished. He 
gave strict orders not to let 
anyone know about this, 
and told them to give her 
something to eat.

Mark 5:21-43

Isaiah 40:8
“The grass withers, the flower fades, but the 

word of our God will stand forever.”

Ezekiel 24:14
“God said,

‘I am the Lord. I have spoken;
it shall come to pass; I will do it…”
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Jeremiah 1:12
“Then said the Lord to me,

‘You have seen well, for I am alert 
and active, watching over My word 

to perform it.’”

Psalm 33:9
“He spoke, and it happened.

He commanded, and it appeared.”

What’s your level of 
intimacy with Jesus?

In the crowd?
Among the mockers?

“Don’t bother the teacher anymore!”

“Clinging?” 

Seeker?
“Inner circle?”

12
“The kingdom of

God has come!”
Mark 1:15

We are invited to enter 
into and abide in the 
fullness of His reign!

Cling tightly to all
that God has 

spoken!


