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Contrasts play an important part in
Scripture in conveying God’s truth and
message!
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Nebuchadnezzar is no longer the king of Babylon.
Ancient historians list the last rulers of Babylon as:
1) Nebuchadnezzar (Died after a 43 year reign.)

2) Evil-Merodach (ruled for only two years when he was assassinated by his
brother-in-law)

2 Kings 25:27-30

&
Jeremiah 52:31-34

on
each day, all the days.
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Nebuchadnezzar is no longer the king of Babylon. . . - "
= = o The Nabonidus Cylinder discovered in 1854 (and

Ancient historians list the last rulers of Babylon as: others discovered Iater) records the deeds of
1) Nebuchadnezzar (Died after a 43 year reign.) Klng Nabonidus and confirms his son

2) Evil-Merodach (ruled for only two years when he was assassinated by his Belshazzar’s role.

brother-in-law)
3) Negrilissar (ruled for 4 years until he died a natural death.)

4) Labashi-Marduk (Negrilissar’s son, only a child and of diminished mental
capacity, ruled for 9 months when he was beaten to death by a gang of
conspirators in a coup.)

5) Nabonidus (Appointed by the conspirators, ruled until Cyrus the Persian
conquered Babylon. Nabonidus left the capit:
restore temples — mostly to Sin — leaving hi:
It was during the reign of Nabonidus that the city fell to the Persians, and Nabonidus
was taken into captivity by Cyrus the Persians.
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Conservative calculations set the dimensions
of the ancient city of Babylon like this:

The outer walls were 17 miles long.

These walls were 22 feet thick and 90 feet
high.

The outer walls also had guard towers
another 100 feet high.

The city gates were made of bronze.

A system of inner and outer walls and moats
made the city very secure.
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Jer 51:57 “And | will make drunk
Her princes and wise men
Her govemors, her deputies, and her mighty men
And they shall sleep a perpetual sleep
And not awake,” says the King,
Whose name is the LORD of hosts.

Jers:s8 7 Thus says the LORD of hosts

“The broad walls of Babylon shall be utterly broken
And her high gates shall be burned with fire

The people will labor in vain,

And the nations, because of the fire:

And they shall be weary.”

Also — Isaiah 44!
God opened the gates of the city of Babylon for Cyrus,
and put it in writing 200 years before it happened.
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The word was fulfilled just as Daniel said. God's
Word is always reliable and frue.
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c. Given to the Medes and Persians: The ancient Greek historian
Herodotus relates that the Persian King Cyrus conquered Babylon by
diverting the flow of the Euphrates into a nearby swamp. This lowered
the level of the river so his froops marched through the water and under
the river-gates. They still would not have been able to enter had not the
bronze gates of the inner walls been left inexplicably unlocked. This was
exactly what God predicted in [elgle}

. God opened the gates of the city of Babylon for Cyrus, and put it in
writing 200 years before it happened.
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