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“Running in the Wrong
Direction!”

Part 5

“The God Who IS
vs

The God We Want!”

Jonah

“When God saw what they did and how 
they turned from their evil ways, he relented 
and did not bring on them the destruction he 

had threatened.”

Jonah 3:10

“But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, 
and he became angry.” (NIV)                    .

Jonah 4:1

“But it greatly displeased Jonah
and he became angry.”   (NASB) 

“But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, 
and he was very angry.”    (KJV)

“But what God did was so terrible 
to Jonah that he burned with anger!”

Tim Keller – The Prodigal Prophet

Jonah 4:1

…what God did…

“I knew You’d do something like this!”
Jonah 4:2

Compassion

To be moved by grief or burden over a 
difficult situation so as to come along side 

with your strength to help!

To have your heart broken!
To weep over!
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“…I knew that you are a merciful 
and compassionate God,

slow to get angry and filled with 
unfailing love. 

You are eager to turn back from 
destroying people.”

Jonah 4:2

Exodus 32-33 
“Now when the people saw 
that Moses delayed to 
come down from the 
mountain, the people 
assembled about Aaron 
and said to him, 
Come, make us a god who 

will go before us…’”

“Now then let Me alone, 
that My anger may burn 
against them and that I 
may destroy them; and I 
will make of you a great 
nation…”

Exodus 32-33 

“Then Moses entreated
the Lord…”

Exodus 32-33 
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Exodus 34:6-7

“Is it good for you to burn with such anger?”
Jonah 4:4

God’s gentle rebuke in a 
piercing question…

 to glow or grow warm; 
 to blaze up, of anger, zeal, jealousy:
 be angry, burn, be displeased
 -- earnestly, fret self, grieve, be (wax) hot, 

be incensed, kindle, be wroth.

Jonah – Grieved over the plant…

More compassion for a plant than people!
What do we (you) grieve over?

Why should I continue to live?...
…to yield?
…to serve?

What do I get out of it?

Our difficulties with God are
often rooted in what we…

Desire!
Expect!

Seek!

…and how we want to
“use” Him!

You didn’t do _________!
You didn’t give _________!
You didn’t stop _________!

…this…
…is our true god!
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You didn’t do _________!
You didn’t give _________!
You didn’t stop _________!

…this…
…is our true god!

The God who   
“IS!”

or…
The god

we want!

You can
only 

cling to   
1!

What aspects of God’s 
character threaten to derail 

your faith?

What aspects of God’s 
character threaten to derail 

your faith?

What aspects of God’s 
character threaten to derail 

your faith?

“For we are to God the pleasing 
2 Corinthians  2:15 -

aroma of 
Christ among 
those who are 

being saved 
and those who 
are perishing.”
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And He added, 
‘Blessed is anyone who does not

stumble on account of me.”   NIV

Matthew 11:6

“God blesses those who do not fall
away because of me.”   NLT

“But the pot he was shaping from the clay was 
marred in his hands; so the potter formed it into 
another pot, shaping it as seemed best to him.”

Jeremiah 18:4
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